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Abstract 
Language learning is an ideal avenue for introducing green practices, as it offers a dynamic platform for 

exploring diverse cultures, discussing global issues, and fostering communication skills. By integrating green themes 
into language education, educators can empower students to become effective communicators while also nurturing their 
understanding of environmental sustainability. The present study  proposes solutions on how this integration can be 
expanded upon. 
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1. Introduction  

Developing language curricula that feature eco-themed content, such as 

articles, podcasts, videos, and literature, which address topics like climate 

change, biodiversity loss, sustainable agriculture, and conservation efforts 

implies that educators select materials that are appropriate for different 

language proficiency levels, ensuring that students can engage meaningfully 

regardless of their language skills. 

On vocabulary and language practice, educators must introduce 

vocabulary related to environmental issues and sustainability. Students can 

learn words and phrases associated with renewable energy sources, pollution, 

environmental policies, and conservation strategies. Use of these new terms in 

context, enables students to practice their language skills through discussions, 

debates, and written assignments centered on green topics..  

 

2. Integration of Green Practices in Language Learning and 

Economics Education 

Eco-themed language curricula are gaining traction, blending language 

learning with environmental awareness. Educators recognize the importance of 

integrating sustainability into various subjects. In language curricula, this often 

involves incorporating eco-themed vocabulary, discussions on environmental 

issues, and exploring related texts. 
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Authentic materials like articles, videos, and speeches about climate 

change, conservation efforts, or sustainable living can be part of the curriculum. 

Language learners get to engage with real-world content while expanding their 

language skills. Some curricula even include projects or assignments that 

encourage students to research and present solutions to environmental 

challenges in the target language. It's an exciting approach that not only 

enhances language proficiency but also fosters a sense of global citizenship and 

environmental responsibility.  

By intertwining language learning with environmental awareness, these 

curricula aim to create linguistically proficient individuals who are also 

environmentally conscious and capable of addressing global challenges. It's a 

holistic approach that prepares learners for the interconnected world they'll be 

navigating. 

Language curricula that feature eco-themed content bridge the gap 

between linguistic acquisition and environmental consciousness. These 

curricula engage students in discussions, readings, and projects related to 

sustainability, empowering them to develop language skills while becoming 

environmentally aware global citizens1. Here's how to effectively develop such 

curricula: 

1. Thematic Unit Planning - Language courses should in this case be 

structured around thematic units centered on environmental topics like climate 

change, biodiversity, energy conservation, and waste management. Each unit 

should encompass various language skills such as reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening, allowing students to engage with the theme from different angles. 

A deliberate fusion of language learning and environmental consciousness is 

required when organizing language classes around thematic units focused on 

environmental themes. Educators may start with the fundamentals of language 

and incorporate vocabulary and expressions with an eco-friendly theme. To 

ensure language development in context, one can move on to reading and 

listening exercises using real materials, such as articles on environmental 

policies or climate change. 

Thematic units can be arranged according to particular environmental 

problems, like biodiversity, renewable energy, or deforestation. Every unit 

includes speaking exercises that encourage dialogue on these subjects and 

provide students the chance to voice their opinions using the language skills 

they have learned. Assignments involving writing may include essays or reports 

that examine the social and economic facets of environmental problems. 

2. Authentic Materials Selection- Educators must choose authentic 

materials, such as news articles, TED Talks, documentaries, and podcasts, that 

 
1 Akram, A., & Malik, A. (2010). Integration of language learning skills in second language 

acquisition. International Journal of Arts and Sciences, 3(14), 231-240. 
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cover environmental issues in the target language. The educator should ensure 

the materials are appropriate for different proficiency levels, gradually 

increasing complexity as students' language skills improve. In order to 

emphasize both linguistic proficiency and a deeper understanding of 

environmental issues, educators should incorporate project-based assessments. 

Students should be given the task of creating presentations or campaigns in the 

target language. Cultural components can enlarge students' perspectives by 

examining how various cultures respond to ecological issues. This methodical 

approach guarantees that language courses improve students' language skills 

while also enabling them to participate meaningfully in conversations about 

important environmental issues. 

3. Engaging Reading and Listening Activities - Design comprehension 

activities that require students to extract key information from environmental 

texts and audio content. 

Follow up with discussions, debates, or writing assignments where 

students can express their opinions, share insights, and analyze the content 

critically. 

4. Vocabulary and Language Development - Introduce specialized 

vocabulary related to environmental topics. Create word lists, flashcards, or 

interactive vocabulary quizzes to reinforce these terms. Another 

reccommendation is to incorporate exercises that involve using newly acquired 

vocabulary in context, encouraging active language use. 

5. Writing Assignments with Purpose - Assign writing tasks that require 

students to craft essays, opinion pieces, or reports on environmental issues. 

Encourage them to propose solutions, present arguments, and support their 

claims with evidence. 

It is also essential to provide feedback that not only focuses on language 

accuracy but also encourages deeper exploration of the chosen topic. 

6. Speaking and Debate Exercises – Acchieved through organizing 

structured debates or group discussions on eco-related controversies, such as 

the pros and cons of certain environmental policies or the role of consumer 

behavior in sustainability. Encourage students to articulate their viewpoints 

persuasively and respectfully, fostering effective communication skills. 

7. Integrated Cross-Curricular Connections – Involves collaboration with 

science or geography teachers to create interdisciplinary projects that combine 

language learning with environmental science concepts. 

For instance, students could write research papers in the target language 

on topics like renewable energy technologies or the impact of deforestation. 

8. Cultural Perspectives on Sustainability -Educators must explore how 

different cultures approach and value sustainability. Compare and contrast eco-

friendly practices and attitudes in various regions. 
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Discuss cultural norms related to consumption, waste, and conservation, 

fostering cultural awareness alongside language proficiency. 

9. Project-based Learning – This involves engaging students in project-

based learning by assigning tasks that require them to research, analyze, and 

present solutions to local or global environmental challenges. Projects could 

include creating multimedia presentations, producing videos, or developing 

eco-awareness campaigns in the target language. 

10. Guest Speakers and Virtual Field Trips- Acchieved through inviting 

guest speakers, such as environmental activists or experts, to share their insights 

with students in the target language. 

Explore virtual field trips to eco-friendly sites, renewable energy 

installations, or nature reserves, providing students with immersive language 

experiences. 

 

2.1. Benefits of the Eco-themed Language Curricula  

Eco-themed language programs combine environmental awareness and 

language learning in a smooth way. These programs embed language skills in 

real-world ecological situations by incorporating topics like pollution, 

sustainability, and biodiversity into vocabulary lessons. Real resources, such 

films and articles, enhance knowledge about conservation, sustainable living, and 

climate change. While tackling important environmental issues, students practice 

their language abilities through reading, listening, and comprehension tasks. 

Writing assignments help students express their opinions on 

environmental issues in essays or group projects. Speaking exercises include 

role-playing and debates on sustainable development, which help participants 

become more fluent in language while discussing environmental policy. 

Cultural elements examine how various societies view and engage with the 

natural world. Students enrolled in project-based learning are required to 

investigate and, in the target language, provide solutions to regional or global 

environmental problems. 

Students connect language learning to real-world issues, enhancing their 

motivation and engagement. Exploring complex environmental topics nurtures 

critical thinking skills and encourages students to evaluate different 

perspectives. 

Students also become informed about global environmental challenges, 

fostering a sense of responsibility and empathy. Engaging with authentic 

materials improves language skills while exposing students to diverse language 

use. Students thus learn how to express their opinions and ideas effectively, 

empowering them to advocate for sustainability. 

Developing eco-themed language curricula goes beyond traditional 

language teaching, transforming education into a platform for meaningful 

discussions, insights, and actions related to environmental sustainability. 
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Incorporating green practices from various cultures into language lessons 

involves exploring how different societies approach sustainability, such as the 

concept of "hygge" in Danish culture emphasizing simple living and mindful 

consumption. This encourages students to research and present on eco-friendly 

traditions, practices, and innovations from around the world, fostering cross-

cultural understanding. 

Through green storytelling and writing, educators may task students with 

creating stories, essays, or poems that address environmental issues. This 

encourages them to think critically about sustainability while honing their 

writing skills. This also is accompanied by the use of storytelling as a creative 

tool to communicate environmental messages, allowing students to explore 

different perspectives and narratives related to the environment. 

Another idea is the organization of interactive role plays and scenarios. 

Role-playing exercises where students act out scenarios involving 

environmental challenges, such as negotiating international climate agreements 

or advocating for greener urban planning. These immersive activities enhance 

students' speaking and negotiation skills while deepening their comprehension 

of real-world environmental issues. 

A proven successful practice is the facilitation of collaborative projects2 

that transcend linguistic and cultural boundaries. Students from different 

countries can collaborate on projects like creating bilingual environmental 

awareness campaigns or compiling green recipe books. 

This approach promotes teamwork, intercultural communication, and a 

shared commitment to environmental sustainability. 

 

2.2. Use of debates in Green Language learning 

Debates offer a powerful platform for language learning while delving 

into complex topics like environmentally conscious economic policies. 

Engaging students in discussions where they argue for and against such policies 

not only enhances their language proficiency but also deepens their 

understanding of the economic and environmental implications of these 

policies3. Here's how to effectively structure and expand on this approach: 

1. Policy Selection: 

Choose a range of environmentally conscious economic policies to 

debate, such as carbon pricing, renewable energy subsidies, plastic taxation, or 

sustainable transportation incentives. 

Select policies that are relevant to the students' context and the global 

environmental challenges. 
 

2 Burmeister, M., Rauch, F., & Eilks, I. (2012). Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

and chemistry education. Chemistry Education Research and Practice, 13(2), 59-68. 
3 Hagger-Vaughan, L. (2016). Towards ‘languages for all’in England: the state of the debate. 

The Language Learning Journal, 44(3), 358-375. 
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2. Research and Preparation: 

Assign students to teams, with each team tasked to argue for or against a 

specific policy. 

Encourage students to conduct research to gather facts, data, and expert 

opinions to support their arguments. This promotes critical thinking and 

information synthesis. 

 

3. Opening Statements: 

Begin the debate with each team presenting their opening statements. 

These statements should outline their stance on the policy and provide an 

overview of the main points they intend to make. 

 

4. Structured Arguments: 

Guide students to structure their arguments effectively. For instance, 

arguments could focus on economic benefits, potential drawbacks, social 

implications, and environmental impacts. 

Encourage students to use persuasive language, rhetoric techniques, and 

data-driven reasoning to strengthen their arguments. 

 

5. Rebuttals and Counterarguments: 

After opening statements, allow teams to engage in rebuttals and 

counterarguments. 

This phase encourages students to listen actively, think on their feet, and 

respond intelligently to opposing viewpoints. 

 

6. Moderator and Audience Participation: 

Designate a moderator to ensure the debate remains respectful and 

organized. 

Involve the audience (classmates) by allowing them to ask questions, 

challenge arguments, and vote on which team presented the most compelling case. 

 

7. Language Variety: 

Emphasize the use of diverse language skills, such as formal vocabulary, 

idiomatic expressions, and persuasive language, as students articulate their 

positions. An eco-themed curriculum that prioritizes language variety is highly 

beneficial for economics students. The incorporation of different language skills 

becomes an effective tool in grasping the economic implications of 

sustainability and conveying opinions as burgeoning economists become 

involved with environmental issues.  

Through the use of formal vocabulary, students gain a comprehensive 

grasp of economic concepts connected to environmental sustainability. Topics 

covered include market-based environmental policies, circular economy 
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models, and green economics. They can confidently navigate economic debate 

thanks to this language's accuracy. 

Students who are exposed to colloquial language are better able to 

understand economic talks in a multicultural setting. Additionally, it fosters 

effective communication in both formal and informal situations by enabling 

people to articulate complicated economic ideas in a more nuanced and native-

like manner. 

Educators should encourage the integration of appropriate connectors and 

transition phrases to enhance the flow of arguments. Since economics 

frequently entails promoting specific policies or solutions, students gain 

persuasive language skills. They gain the ability to formulate strong 

justifications for economically viable, ecologically friendly activities and to 

effectively communicate these arguments in speeches, essays, and debates. 

By including technical economic terms associated with environmental 

economics and sustainable development, instructors may make sure that 

students are able to comfortably read academic texts and professional 

discussions. This readies them for positions in the future when proficiency in 

domain-specific language is essential. 

Students studying economics who are exposed to a range of language 

abilities are better equipped to interact with professionals in a variety of 

professions. Their fluency in the language enables smooth communication and 

cooperation whether they are interacting with scientists, policymakers, or 

members of the public. 

 

8. Summation and Closing Statements: 

Conclude the debate with summation and closing statements from each 

team. This is an opportunity for teams to reinforce their main points and 

reiterate their position on the policy. 

 

9. Post-debate Reflection: 

After the debate, facilitate a reflective discussion where students analyze 

the effectiveness of their arguments, the strengths and weaknesses of the 

policies, and their personal insights gained from the exercise. Essentially, this 

approach to language variety gives economics students a wide range of 

language tools. They are proficient in environmental economic theories and 

models and have the ability to communicate their ideas clearly in language that 

is appropriate for the situation and the culture. Their ability to contribute 

significantly to interdisciplinary conversations regarding the confluence of 

economics and environmental sustainability is enhanced by their diverse 

language proficiency. 
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There are several benefits of debating environmentally conscious 

economic policies4. 

Language Fluency: Engaging in debates hones students' language skills, 

promoting fluency, clarity, and effective expression.  

Critical Thinking: Students evaluate complex issues, considering various 

aspects and forming well-structured arguments. 

Research Skills: Researching supporting evidence enhances students' 

research skills and information literacy5. 

Perspective-taking: Debating both sides encourages students to 

understand differing viewpoints, fostering empathy and open-mindedness. 

Real-world Application: Connecting language learning with real-world 

issues develops skills for active citizenship and engagement. 

Expanding language learning through debates on environmentally 

conscious economic policies empowers students to explore the intricate 

relationship between economics and the environment. As they articulate and 

defend their positions, students develop linguistic proficiency while gaining a 

nuanced understanding of the economic considerations driving environmental 

decision-making.  

Educators must empower students to take the lead in organizing green 

events, such as sustainability fairs, eco-awareness campaigns, or workshops on 

upcycling6. This hands-on involvement enhances their sense of ownership and 

responsibility for environmental stewardship.  

Debate participation improves one's ability to support and defend 

economic policy. Enthusiasts of economics get the ability to explain their 

opinions clearly and use economic arguments to justify measures that protect 

the environment. This skill set is essential for positions in the future where 

policy advocacy plays a major part. 

Collaborating with students from other disciplines is encouraged while 

exploring environmentally conscious economic ideas in debates. This 

interdisciplinary dialogue reflects the collaborative nature of tackling difficult 

issues and improves our understanding of environmental challenges in a holistic 

way. 

Speaking clearly and concisely while debating improves language 

proficiency. Enthusiasts of economics develop their ability to articulate 

complex concepts, employ formal economic language, and effectively address 

counterarguments - all necessary for successful communication in both 

 
4 Ball, S. J. (2021). The education debate. Policy Press. 
5 Lemmer, C. A. (2013). A view from the flip side: Using the inverted classroom to enhance the 

legal information literacy of the international LL. M. student. Law Libr. J., 105, 461. 
6 Adamczyk, J., & Adamczyk-Kowalczuk, M. (2022). What Do They Feel, Do, and Expect? 

The Young Generation’s Perception of Environmental Problems and Sustainable Development 

Goals in the Context of Quality of Life. Sustainability, 14(23), 15551. 
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academic and professional contexts. Examining various international 

viewpoints on environmental economics is a common practice in debates. It is 

possible to gain a broader understanding of how regional and global dynamics 

shape economic policies by interacting with peers who hold different cultural 

and economic perspectives. 

Economics enthusiasts convert theoretical knowledge into real-world 

applications through debates7. By bridging the gap between classroom concepts 

and real-world problem-solving, this experiential learning approach equips 

students for the complexity they may encounter in their future roles. 

 

3. Conclusion  

By seamlessly integrating green practices into language learning and 

economics education, educators can nurture students who are not only 

linguistically adept but also environmentally conscious and economically 

savvy. Such courses include discussions on sustainable development, real 

materials addressing green economics, and vocabulary with an eco-theme. 

Students work on projects that offer solutions to environmental problems, 

improving their language abilities and making a positive impact on the real 

world. The curriculum for economics education integrates the study of 

renewable energy, green markets, and sustainable business practices with 

economic theories.  

Discussions about ecologically responsible economic policies foster the 

development of advocacy and critical thinking abilities. There are real-world 

links between green practices and economic principles thanks to field visits to 

eco-friendly companies and guest lectures from sustainable industry 

representatives. Students graduate as skilled communicators and knowledgeable 

decision-makers, prepared to contribute to a more sustainable and 

interconnected global community, by bridging language learning and 

economics education with green practices. This innovative approach equips 

them with the skills and mindset needed to navigate a sustainable future where 

language, economy, and the environment are interconnected in intricate ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Wu, F. (2023). Exploration of University Student Talent Cultivation for Innovative 

Entrepreneurship Based on the "Tutorial System": Taking the Cultural Creation Project 

Published by Shanghai Sanlian Bookstore as an Example. International Journal of Education 

and Humanities, 10(3), 17-21. 
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